MORNING

is already proud to remember that your Majesty is one
of its Field-Marshals, and its only regret is that such
a renowned soldier is at present unhappily debarred from
leading it on the field of action."

" I have never pretended to hide that whatever I have
learnt of the military art I have learnt in Germany," said
the King modestly.

" Your Majesty's loyalty in most difficult circumstances
is inscribed on the hearts of the German people."

" But do not let it be supposed for a moment," said the
King, hastily recovering himself from a flattering memory
of his impressive appearance in the uniform of a German
Field-Marshal, in which, when it first arrived from
Berlin, he had spent an hour before the glass, practising
martial and kingly poses with his baton, " do not let it
be supposed that there is the remotest possibility of my
taking an active part in this war on either side. The only
policy for this little country is neutrality. You say they
talk in Berlin of making the submarine warfare more
intensive ? "

" We anticipate that by the middle of next year the
Mediterranean will have been closed to the English fleet."

" I do not feel so convinced of that. I have a high
opinion of the British Navy."

The A.D.C. came into the room at this*point and said
something to the King in a low voice.

" I had not forgotten, Drimys. There are still ten
minutes." Then he turned to his visitor. " Major von
Rangel, I have not yet decided whether I shall entrust
any written communications to your good care. To be
frank, I am informed there is always a risk of such com-
munications being intercepted. I understand you are to
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